"For and against" essays are one type of discursive writing in which you discuss the advantages and disadvantages of a specific topic. A "For and against" essay should consist of:

a) an introduction in which you present the topic, making a general remark about it without giving your opinion ;

b) a main body in which you present the points for and the points against, in separate paragraphs, supporting your arguments with justifications/examples;

c) a conclusion which includes your opinion (e.g. In my opinion/view, I believe, l think, etc) or a balanced summary of the topic.

• You must not include opinion words (I believe, I think, etc) in the introduction or the main body. Opinion words can only be used in the final paragraph, where you may state your opinion on the topic.

• "For and against" essays are normally written in a formal style; therefore you should avoid using strong language (I know, I am sure, etc), short sentences, colloquial expressions or idioms.

You can find this type of writing in articles, in newspapers, magazines, etc.
TRAVELLING BY BOAT

Did you know the boat was one of the firs t forms of transport? A hundred years ago, the only way to make a journey across the sea was by boat. Nowadays, however, when it is possible to fly from one continent to another in the space of a few hours, is there any reason to travel by boat?

Although the boat is a rather old -fashioned way of travelling, it has certain advantages. To begin with, boats are usually more comfortable than planes or cars. Instead of staying in your seat for the whole journey, you can go for a walk on the deck, eat in a restaurant, or even go shopping. Having more space to move around makes a long journey much more pleasant Furthermore, boats are often cheaper than other forms of travel. For example, a boat ticket usually costs less than a plane ticket. Finally, boats are a safe alternative to cars and planes. There are fewer accidents at sea than in the air or on the roads.

However, travelling by boat does have its disadvantages. It usually takes much longer than other forms of travel. As a result, it can be more tiring. In addition, boat trips can be very unpleasant when the weather is bad or the sea is rough, making journeys uncomfortable or even frightening.

All things considered, although there are some disadvantages to travelling by boat, I believe it is a very enjoyable experience. Journeys may take longer, but if you have time to spare, you can take advantage of the many facilities which boats have to offer and enjoy a pleasant voyage.

Useful expressions and linking words/phrases

to list and add points: In the first place, To start/begin with, Secondly, Thirdly, finally, In addition (to this), Furthermore, Moreover, Besides, etc.

• to introduce or list advantages: The main/first/most important advantage of..., One/Another /An additional advantage of..., One point of view in favour of..., It is often suggested/believed/argued that..., Some/Many people suggest/feel argue that..; Some/Many people are in favour of are  convinced that.. etc.

• to introduce or list disadvantages: The main/most important disadvantage/drawback of..., One/Another/An additional disadvantage of..., One point/argument against.; Some/Many people are against... , etc.

• to introduce examples/reasons/results: for example/instance, such as, like, in particular, therefore, for this reason, because, as, since, as a result. etc.

• to show contrast: On the other hand, However, still, but, Nonetheless, Nevertheless, Although, Even though, Despite/In spite of(the fact that), etc.

• to introduce a conclusion: In conclusion, To conclude/sum up, All in all, Finally, Lastly, All things considered, Taking everything into account/consideration, etc.
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To list points: in the first place, first of all, to start with, secondly, thirdly,
finally, last but not least

To add more points to the same topic: what is more, furthermore, also, in
addition to this/that, besides, apart from this/that, not to mention the fact that
To make contrasting points: on the other hand, however, in spite of, while,
nevertheless, despite, even though, although, it can be argued that

To introduce examples: for example, for instance, like, especially, such as,
in particular

To conclude: to sum up, all in all, all things considered, in conclusion, on
the whole, taking everything into account, as was previously stated
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The first paragraph may:
make reference to a strange scene or situation, e.g. Some scientists
believe that in the future everyone will be genetically perfect.
address the reader directly, e.g. Are you aware of any characteristics
which you may have inherited from your parents? or ask a rhetorical
question (question to which no answer is expected), e.g. Isn't it amazing
how some children look so much like their parents?
start with a quotation, e.g. “Genetics holds the key to the future”
The last paragraph may:
state a personal opinion, e.g. In my opinion, | believe, In my view, It
seems to me, The way | see it, | think, etc.
give the reader something to consider, e.g. Perhaps the world would be
a safer and more efficient place if everyone was genetically perfect.
end with a quotation, e.g. “Genetics holds the key to the future”, or a
rhetorical question, e.g. What will they think of next?
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Have you ever considered becoming your own boss? In recent years the number of
people choosing to start their own business has risen significantly. Many claim that
this is because more and more people are no longer content to work for someone else.

One of the main advantages of being self-employed is the fact that you are
completely self-reliant and can make decisions on your own. This can give you a
great sense of freedom and allows you to do exactly what you want without
interference from anyone else. What is more, your working day can be planned for
your convenience, allowing you to work when you want rather than when you
have to. Finally, if your business is successful, people will know that you alone
should be given the credit.

However, there are disadvantages to being your own boss. Many self-employed
people have said that to build a successful business, you have to be prepared to
work long hours and sacrifice your personal life. As B. C. Forbes once said, “If you
don’t drive your business, you will be driven out of business.” Moreover, a 1996
government study found that over a quarter of the businesses run by newly self-
employed people failed within the first two years.

All things considered, it seems to me that self-employment can be a very
gratifying experience, although not one without difficulties. But when success is
achieved, the greatest reward of all is the knowledge that you have done it on your
own.
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4 Many types of animals have gradually
become domesticated and have been
taken into our homes as pets. Pets are
enjoyed by young and old alike, but are
they really worth having or are there
too many drawbacks?

) Je et e e , pets can be
great companions for those who live
alone, such as the elderly. What is
more, having a dog around the house
can give you a greater sense of
SEHUITIG: 0 e s ., young
children usually love animals and giving
them the opportunity to look after a
pet teaches them to care for living
things and to be responsible.

3) . .. bringing a pet into your home is not a
decisio lightly. There are some expenses involved as
animals need food, special cages, equipment and occasional
veterinary treatment which can be costly. They 4) ........ccecvveeeeerenens
need care and attention on a daily basis, which can be time-
consuming. 5) ... , a pet ties you down to a certain
extent. You cannot just get up and go away for the weekend or for
a hollday without flrst taking your pet’s needs into consideration.
This is not always easy and can be expensive if you have to pay
for professional care.

B) e e , buying a pet should be a carefully planned
decision. If you are fully aware of your pet’s needs and all the
responsibilities involved in owning one, then having a pet can be a
very rewarding experience.





